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Studied Forestry at University of Queensland (UQ) and The Australian National University (ANU) graduating from the ANU with a Bachelor of Science (Forestry).  He then worked for the Queensland Department of Forestry from 1971 till 1987 in various areas around the state in managerial positions, including over four years in the Dalby District, which takes in the cypress forests of Queensland.  He also spent five years in Head Office in Brisbane from 1980 to 1985 working on the development and maintenance of the harvesting and marketing systems used in the Department.  In 1987 he resigned from Forestry to pursue interests in small business.
